"This is an interesting question, political and ethical: even if
.we assume that France and Great Britain were not ready to fight,
just what right, in order to protect their claimed Democracy, did
they have to throw to the wolves another Democracy ? Tha't is a
question Mr. Eden did not answer, and that is a question which may
plague the British for centuries to come.

4 * It will not entirely meet the question to say that the Democracies
were unprepared to fight. The French General Staff said the Army
was ready, and Germany could be defeated, even though the struggle
would be severe. That is now admitted. But if the Democracies were
not ready, why were they not ready ? That, again, is simply another
illustration of the lack of foresight and statesmanship.

*4 England is to-day governed by a Prime Minister, claimed by
some to be parochial in his views, though we must assume, as we should,
that he is sincere. Mr. Chamberlain, on the eve of Munich, in a
broadcast, said that it is a dreadful thing that England * must build
trenches and prepare gas masks because of a quarrel with a people
in a far-away country of which we know nothing.9 For a statesman,,
leading an Empire over which the sun never sets, that is an exhibition
of parochialism which is difficult to understand. This is not a quarrel
somewhere in Africa, but in the centre of Europe ; and it was not an
ordinary boundary dispute, but a question of German expansion and
German hegemony, which touches Great Britain very closely, and
concerns the whole world ... I can assure Mr. Chamberlain that
we'in America did not consider Czechoslovakia an unknown country,
even though we are much farther away from it than he is ...

4 * Were I a Britisher, or a Frenchman, I should be very much
concerned about the loss of faith of the rest of the world in their
Governments. May there not be a feeling that they cannot be
trusted?"

Dealing with the assertion frequently heard that *" Czechoslovakia
should have fought," which is tied up with another statement, namely,
that the complete annexation of Bohemia and Moravia was not
envisaged or countenanced by the Democracies, Senator King, echoing
American public opinion, had this to say:

"It is unfortunate that both London and Paris may be charged
as being accessories both before and after the fact in one of the crimes
of the century, the destruction of a great Democracy. There is enough
evidence to show that what was contemplated must have been known
to both the Paris and London Governments, and when now Lord
Halifax says that what occurred within the last few days was not
contemplated at Munich he is either disingenuous or is giving an
exhibition of appalling inertness, for what has happened in the last
few days is a logical development of Munich. Once the Bohemian
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